
 

The National Association for the Sewn Products Industry  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Texworld USA 
Jan. 19-21, 2015 
Javits Convention Center 
New York, NY 
 
Shot Show  
Jan. 20τ23, 2015 
Sands Expo Center 
Las Vegas, NV 
 
Outdoor Retail Show  
Jan. 21-24, 2015 
Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Magic  
Feb. 17τ19, 2015 
Las Vegas Convention Center 
Las Vegas, NV 
 
SEAMS Spring Conference  
Information Coming Soon 
 
Texprocess 2016  
May 3-5, 2016 
Atlanta, GA 

The Annual SEAMS  
Fall Conference  

was held on  
October 23 ð25, 2014 on  
Hilton Head Island, SC  

at the  
OMNI Oceanfront Resort  

 

If you didnôt attend hereôs what you missed!!! 
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SEAMS 2014 Fall Networking Conference  
 

ñMade in the USA is Backé. 

Seize the Opportunityò 
 

We had 112 registered attendees.  
 
There were 30 first time attendees present.  
 
SEAMS Honored our ñPerson of the Yearò, Mr. Jim Lovejoy for his  
dedication and service to the association.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Officers and Directors for 2015 have been elected and we are excited 
for the upcoming year.  
 
We have a new mission statement that upholds our vision for SEAMS and 
itôs continued support of the US Sewn products industry in all of itôs  
facets.  
 
As of the meeting we had 233 members with 46 of those added just this 
year.  SEAMS is growing!!!  

 
We had knowledgeable guest speakers and offered time for Q & A to  
answer any questions about our changing industry.  

Jim LovejoyðSEAMS Person of the Year for 2014     Presented By SEAMS President Jeff Crisco of AEC Narrow Fabrics 
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SEAMS 2014 Fall Networking Conference Feedback  
 

 

Thank you!  Dave and I had a wonderful first 
experience with SEAMS this past weekend. 
We had other commitments so did not par-
ticipate in the golf this time but will certainly 
consider it in the future. We felt so welcomed 
both you and Mel addressed us by name 
even before we had name tags, what a won-
derful feeling of inclusion. We have experi-
enced other organizations where the group is 
very clique-y and difficult to get into, we felt 
welcomed, and any time we engaged some-
one in conversation they were so happy to 
talk with us. Friday night was wonderful, the 
food, the venue the entertainment, all fantas-
tic! A+ and at that price per night, what a bar-
gain!  
 
I feared that the speakers would not be very 
valuable to us but they were great! Entertain-
ing and informative and full of ideas! 
 
Kristin Draper 
President 

Draper Knitting Company  

Awesome meeting and what a great group of 
networking.  I love the shorter meeting times 
and a chance to network more especially with 
the group we had which was a variety of suppli-
ers, contractors, full package providers, and 
brands!  Everybody involved did an outstanding 
job. 
 
AWESOME job of growing the membership! 
 
Stacey Bridges  

Sales Manager   
Carolina Cotton Works  

I wanted to let you know how beneficial the meeting down in Hilton 
Head was. I was extremely pleased with the overall acceptance of the 
members to a newcomer to the organization.  Also, I would like to con-
gratulate you guys on putting on a first class event. I am going to be in 
the Aiken area and would like to stop in and briefly meet with you 
about some opportunities that were brought to my attention.  
 
Josh Rush  
Progressive Packaging  

Thanks again for all of the hard work 
in putting the ñGreat Eventò together 
with our annual conference this year. I 
enjoyed getting to spend time with 
you and everyone in the SEAMS  
family. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at our 
next event. I think yallôs choice of the 
Hilton Head location was a good pick 
- but I donôt think you have made a 
bad one since I have been attending 
the meetings. 
 
Roy Lockett  
Hamrick Mills  

Great job on the conference, you guys did a fantastic job, please pass 
along to Jim and others that helped. 
 
Willie Royal  
Owner  
Royal Park USA  

I thoroughly enjoyed this conference and had a 
chance to meet a good number of new contacts.  
Potential business opportunities were uncovered 
and I feel that opportunities provided were ex-
tremely beneficial. 
 
Mary Reardon  
Tweave LLC a division of Gehring -Tricot  

Wonderful event, well organized.  The technology presentations were key.  I am most grateful to be a part of the 
SEAMS organization. 
 
Smyre Hunt  
Coast Apparel  

The conference was very beneficial for meðprimarily networking with  
customers.  We had at least 10 customers there. 
 
Kim Hall  
Pharr Yarns  
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Keynote Address speaker  
 

 
 

Kurt Cavano  
GT Nexus Inc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñTHE NEW MACHINE AGEò 
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Manufacturer, Contractor and Retail Panel  

 
 
 

Richard Oliver  
 
Director of Sales, Marketing, Business  
Development and Distribution Services  
 
Industries of the Blind  

Dean Wegner  
 
President / CEO  
 
Omega Apparel  

Larry Stone  
 
Vice President of Production  
 
Weissmanôs Theatrical Supplies, Inc. 



 

-6- 

 

Texporcess Americas 2016  
 
Carrie Kittrell  
 
Sales Manager  
 
Messe Frankfurt  

Affordable Care Act  
 
Mark Ackerman  
 
Owner  
 
Insurance Management Group  

Government Updates  
 
Jon Fee  
 
Partner  
 
Alston & Bird LLP  
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Supplier Panel  

Dan Pittman  
 
North American Sales Consultant  
 
Eton Systems  
 
 

Frank Henderson  
 
Owner  
 
Henderson Sewing Machine Company  

Patrick Hickey  
 
President  
 
Minnesota Knitting Mills  
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Training Issues Facing US Companies  

Will Duncan  
 
Executive Vice President  
 
[TC]²  

Dan St. Louis  
 
Director  
 
Manufacturing Solutions Center  
 



 

-9- 

 



 

-10- 

1st Place Team  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Place Team  

Brian EvansðSEAMS Guest, Kirk FitzsimmonsðGlen Raven, Jeremy WoottenðHomTex, Matt PooveyðChampion Thread Co. 

Bruce HoganðJimtex Yarns, Dean WegnerðOmega Apparel, Will DuncanðTC². 
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      Honorable Mention                   Longest Drive  

 

Frank Cannonï IMG, Jim LovejoyðSEAMS,  

Pat HickeyðMKM, Jeff Niethammerï Valley Apparel Matt PooveyðChampion Thread Company 

Sponsored By: Hamrick Mills 

Closest to the Pin  

Dianne RogersðMKM, Scott WillisðDrifire  

Sponsored By: Brand & Oppenheimer 

LeeAnn BoyetteðA&E 

Sponsored By: AEC 

Bruce HoganðJimtex Yarns 

Sponsored By: A & E 
Rick SetzerðUnifour Finishers 

Sponsored By: Champion Thread 

Longest Putt  

Don TrexlerðCoville 

Sponsored By:  

Minnesota Knitting Mills 

Pat HickeyðMKM  

Sponsored By:  Henderson 

Sewing Machines 

Stacey BridgesðCCW , Matt PooveyðCTC 

Sponsored By: MMI Textiles 
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The SEAMS Association is a COMPLETE SUPPLY CHAIN  comprised of a wide variety of companies who can do anything. 
Through this network of contacts, we can find anything you need for your daily operations, even that once-in-a-while 
ñthingamajigò that you didnôt know you needed. Everyday, we get phone calls and emails in the SEAMS office with requests 
for help sourcing items and services or finding key personnel, from members and non-members.  
 
Since the last newsletter, the SEAMS office has received lots of requests for help:  
 
SOURCING: 
Manufacturers of: uniforms, athletic socks, team uniforms, pet products, outdoor cushions, jerseys for bikers, womenôs 
exercise wear, fire retard uniforms, play pens for pets, knit polo shirts, plush figures, womenôs outdoor wear, satin robe wraps, 
felled seamed shorts and pants, wheelchair covers, jeans, yoga wear, handbags, swim suits 
 
Goods:   knit fabrics, denim, childrenôs sleepwear fabrics 
 
Services:   Software Shop Floor Control, Consulting Shop Floor Evaluations, Industrial Engineering to set up new plant 
facility 
 
Equipment:  Belt Loop Machine 
 
Filling Positions For: Mechanic, Plant Manager, Floor Supervisor, Head Engineer 
 
 

TAP INTO OUR COMPLETE SUPPLY CHAIN -- SEAMS MEMBERS CAN HELP!  

The SEAMS Team -- Supply Chain USA  

 

FOR YOUR SERVICE AND YOUR SACRIFICE!! 
 

WE THANK YOU 
 

Sarah and Mel 
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4756 Hammermill Rd. #401 

Tucker, GA 30084 

Phone: 770-493-9443 Fax: 770-938-8816 

Email: Gerald@GeraldSchwartzInc.com 

Chuck@GeraldSchwartzInc.com 

www.GeraldSchwartzInc.com 

Suppliers of: 
Plastic & Metal Hardware, Hook & Loop, Zippers, Fabrics, Snaps, 

Cording (elastic & non), Elastic (woven & knit), Webbing, Thread, & more. 

Dues Discount Incentive Program  
 

 The SEAMS Dues Discount Incentive Program helps us grow and helps our 
members! SEAMS Members can earn discounts toward their next dues invoice 
by signing up new members. 

 

 For every NEW MEMBER that a current member signs up, SEAMS will 
apply a 20% discount  to the current member company's next dues invoice, up 
to 100% . If you sign up five (5) new member companies within one year, you 
would owe us nothing for your next years' dues! 

 

 We encourage members to talk to their colleagues and peers in the sewn 
products industry to encourage them to join SEAMS. Let us know who you are 
speaking to, and we will mail them an informational packet that will answer all 
of their questions. We see this as an on-going membership drive, with the 
added bonus for current members of reducing their dues. 

http://www.GeraldSchwartzInc.com
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HAVE YOU HEARD?  

SEAMSô Benefits Providers constantly 
work to provide our members with ways 
to cut their bottom -line costs. There are 
always new products offered and new 

ways to help you save money.  
 
 
 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  
CONTACT: Mark Ackerman  

Insurance Management Group  
803-461-5911 

marka@imgsc.com  
 
 
 

MARKETING CONSULTING /  
WEBSITE SERVICES 

CONTACT: Rick Ludolph  
Productive Solutions, LLC  

770-321-9842 
r.ludolph@productivesol.com  

 
 
 

WORKERS' COMP and PROPERTY & 
CASUALTY INSURANCE  
CONTACT: Frank Cannon  

Insurance Management Group  
888-252-1766 

frankc@imgsc.com  
 
 
 

LOGISTICS SERVICES 
CONTACT: Hampton Culler  

Blue Grace Logistics  
864-525-1502 

hculler@bluegracesc.com  
 
 
 

**Call the SEAMS Office at  
803-642-1111 or any of our benefits 

providers to  
start saving today**  

http://www.dunntrimming.com/

